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Data, data, data
• New data paradigm
• Value of research data
• Research data management
• Australian National Data Service 
(ANDS)
Why is research data important?
„our capacity to measure, store, 
analyse, and visualise data is 
becoming the new reality to which 
research will have to adapt‟  
(Willbanks, Science Commons)
EResearch
Collaboration
Open access to data
Data repositories
New data paradigm
Data new paradigm
• Data is no longer just a by product of 
research
• May be the starting point of research
• Data is an asset
• A deluge of data
• Why now?
WHY is data important?
• Data as an asset
• Assets can be shared
• Lead to collaboration opportunities
• Lead to further research
• Benefits to researcher
………Examples of data sharing…..
Data sharing
CSIRO Bringing pulsars to the people
Open Access
• Open access to publicly funded 
research
• Research funding bodies may 
require this
• Open access 
–Institutional repositories
–Data repositories
The Code….
• Australian Code for the 
Responsible Conduct of Research
– S1 General principles of responsible 
research
– S2 Management of research data and 
primary materials
The Code …
• Responsible conduct of research
– proper management of research data
– retention of research data 
• Retaining research data important 
– may be all that remains at the end of the 
research project
What does this mean for 
researchers?
Data management planning
What sort of “data”? 
• Records needed to validate research 
findings
• Data collected or created during research
• Not format-specific
• Differs across disciplines
Data management planning
• Why do you need to plan? 
• With most data now being born digital the 
need to manage research data is 
paramount
• And when should you do this?
Data management plan
• What to include in a plan?
– Data to be generated or collected
– Ownership of the data
– Legal and ethical requirements that apply to 
the use of the data
– Storage and back-up of the data
– Volume of data and file formats
– Retention and disposal of the data when the 
research project is complete
Research Data Australia
• Discovery interface
– “Window on the Commons”
• Data collections of Australian researchers 
• Makes research data collections visible
• You can see what has been done already
ANDS is supported by the Australian Government through the National Collaborative 
Research Infrastructure Strategy Program and the Education Investment Fund (EIF) Super 
Science Initiative
http://ands.org.au/index.html
ANDS

Research Data Australia
Getting help
• Your supervisor
• Email Library research data staff: 
researchonline@ecu.edu.au
• Handout: Section 2 of the Australian Code for the 
Responsible Conduct of Research
• ECU Research Data and Records Management 
Policy: http://www.ecu.edu.au/GPPS/policies_db/policie
s_view.php?rec_id=0000000327
• Seeding the Commons ECU project: 
http://www.research.ecu.edu.au/ori/commons/index.php
Final take home
• Your research data is valuable 
• Your research data needs to be managed
• Be aware of The Code and researcher 
responsibilities
• ECU developing data management plan 
templates 
• National developments: 
– Australian National Data Service (ANDS)
Thanks!
